
 

CHAPS NY 

9/9/ Balderdash  

Soak in the history of 

distilling with local folks 

who make their own beer, 

wine, and spirits.  12-5pm, 

$20   

9/16 / Ag Day 

Jump into harvest season 
at Dill’s Tavern with 
Agriculture Day, a free, 
family-friendly event!  
9am – 6pm   
Free to all.  
 

10/6 / First Friday 

Spend a candle-lit evening 
enjoying our historical 
ambiance & spacious 
grounds. Music by Across 
the Pond. 7pm – 10pm  
$10 

 

10/28 Let Them Eat 

Cake, Mr Darcy! Tea – 

High Tea & Fashion show 

marking the passing of 

Marie Antoinette & Jane 

Austen. Two seatings,- $45 

AUGUST 2017 / SUMMER  

NYCHAPS  Hosts 
Northern Teachers   

The Historical Society provided an In-

Service day for teachers from the Northern 

York County School District on the 

mornings of June 13
th

 and 15
th

.  The visit 

was part of a continuing community 

outreach between the two groups. 

Representatives from NYCHAPS have been  

working with School District 

Administration to provide resources 

which will supplement their history 

curriculum and enrich learning for  

 

students in our community. 

Teachers started out their morning 

with a visit to Maple Shade Barn.  They 

had a chance to tour our Archives Room 

>> CONT. PAGE TWO 

NYCHAPS is actively working on a 

homeschooling programing to be 

introduced soon! 

“ 

” 

Please sign up for our 
electronic newsletter!  You 
don’t have to be a member 

to receive the email 
newsletter.  This E-Letter 
will come out every other 

month and you can 
unsubscribe at any time.  
Don’t worry, your email is 
safe with us, we will never 
rent or sell your email to 

anyone!  We will update you 
on the very interesting 

matters of NYCHAPS and 
the events happening at the 

Dills Tavern and Maple 
Shade Barn.  Stay 

Connected! 

You can call us, sign up 
at an event or go to our 
website to sign up! 

Please consider becoming 
a volunteer with 

NYCHAPS.  Contact us to 
find out how!  All skills 

and skill levels are needed 
 

Keep up on events and news 
thru our website, or buy your 

tickets online- go to:  
northernyorkhistorical.org and 

also Like Us on Facebook 
“DillsTavern” 

MAPLE SHADE BARN  
OFFICE HOURS 

Office will be open Monday thru 

Friday from 10 AM – 2PM. 

Tours are Sunday 2-4pm 

Or call to schedule a private tour 

 

NEW HOURS  

Sign UP! 
Email Newsletter  

NYCHAPS 

PO Box 340, Dillsburg, Pennsylvania 17019     www.northernyorkhistorical.org    T: 717-502-1440 

 

Why Study 
History?? 

Come discover your reason at Dills 

Tavern.  And introduce a child to the 

wonderful world of history! 



 

After 30 years, this year, 2017 will be 

our last year of the “Memories of 

Christmas in Northern York County” 

Christmas ornament series.  Over the 

years we have featured many 

landmarks and the ornament has 

become a sought-after collector’s item. 

The Board has decided that the final 

ornament will be the same image as 

the very first one – Warrington Friends 

Meeting House in Wellsville, PA.  It 

seems like a fitting end to this long and 

wonderful tradition, to go back to 

where we started.   

Contact us to place your order.  We will 

also have specials if you are missing 

any ornaments in your collection.    

 

Technology is not all bad!  I keep telling myself that, even though there are days I would like to 
throw my computer out the window! I know computers and the internet have made the world 
more connected and information much easier to find.  And as a non-profit, technology becomes 
a very important means for us to reach out to you.  Not only does it help us to communicate 
with you, but it dramatically lowers our costs.  And if we use it wisely, we can better get the 
news out to you and keep you up to date on what we are doing and keep you better informed.   
So we will be using technology in a few new ways: first, our new E-letter, second, online tickets 
and finally credit cards.  You can read about our new E-Letter on the back page of this 
newsletter.  Tickets- From now on, all events that require a ticket, you can purchase online.  
You can use a credit card if you like.  You can still purchase at the door but this is another 
option.  This is really beneficial for classes where reservations are required and seating is on a 
first-come-first serve, basis.  And finally, credit cards.  Soon we will be able to accept credit card 
sales at our gift shop and at events.  We are still working on this, but it will happen soon.   
See, technology is not all bad! 
  

End of a 
Tradition 

Notes from the Director 

Outreach to our schools 

is an important part of 

our mission. 

“ 

” 

 NYCHAPS Hosts 
( c o n t  f r o m  c o v e r . . )  

 
and participate in a scavenger hunt using 

resources from our Library and Museum.  

Next the teachers had a chance to 

interact with resources available in our 

Colonial Trunks.  They learned about 

Colonial clothing, toys, games and a 

variety of objects including household 

items, herbs and musical instruments.  

Next the group walked the Dill’s Tavern & 

Plantation where they started with a tour 

of our facilities.  In the Tavern they 

witnessed hearth cooking, learned about 

how the architecture revealed the  

 

 

evolution of the building, and met two 

historic characters.  They were able to 

interact with John Dill and Leonard 

Eichelberger – two former residents.  

These characters were enacted by Society 

members and provided a first-person 

interpretation of the history of the 

period.  In the Wheelwright Shop 

teachers observed our historic facility, 

collection of Colonial tools and 

equipment.  They were introduced to our 

blacksmith, cabinetmaker and gunsmith. 

The group then toured the Barn where 

the saw historic methods of harvesting 

grain.         

The morning ended with lunch in the 

Tavern’s dining room.  Teachers were 

served by members of the Society clad in 

Colonial garb.  The menu was based on 

some of Thomas Jefferson’s favorites!  

Teachers expressed their excitement 

about NYCHAPS’ facilities and resources 

and were looking forward to these new 

educational opportunities for their 

students. 

  NYCHAPS Collaborates with 
Northern School District  

Cathy Cavanaugh is part of our education 

committee.  Our education committee is active with 
classes for both adults and youth activities.   

Northern York County School District assistant 

superintendent Jason Beals.  The meeting was 

a follow up to the In-service Days we provided 

to District teachers and a time to discuss ideas 

for continuing educational opportunities in 

which we could assist the local teachers and 

students.  Our discussions generated some 

creative and exciting plans for the next few 

years.  All plans are based on the district’s 

history curriculum. 

First, events when our facilities can be used to 

enrich student learning.  Including the Second 

grade students touring the Tavern and  

Plantation.  In addition students will be 

receiving copies of the book Dillsburg: “An 

Early History for Young Readers”.  This book 

was produced by Society member Viki 

Wonders assisted by second grade teacher, 

Becky Gentzler.  Fourth grade students will 

make a visit to Maple Shade Barn and the 

Plantation for Heritage week in October.  They 

will learn about Colonial life and become 

familiar with our resources using a scavenger 

hunt in the Museum and Library.  Seventh 

grade students will revisit the Tavern and 

outbuildings rotating through a variety of 

stations to experience Colonial life on the 

Plantation.  Our Wheelwright Shop will be 

open to High School wood and metal shop  

By Cathy Cavanaugh 

On June 20
th

 several members 

of the Historic Society met with 

students to experience the crafts of a 

blacksmith, gunsmith and cabinetmaker.  

We would love to provide a student 

apprenticeship with our craftsmen in the 

Wheelwright Shop. 

Next we will make resources and programs 

available for use in the classroom. A 

program called “How Do We Know What 

We Know” designed for second grade 

students will be presented prior their visit.  

We will develop a Frontiersman Program 

for possible use in fifth grade studying 

explorers of the Colonial period.  Artisan / 

Craftsman demonstrations were discussed 

as a possibility too.  We could offer 

demonstrations and programs about WWI 

and WWII for eighth graders.   We will 

pursue creating three additional sets of 

Colonial Trunks by pursuing grants through 

NYCSD, Polar Bear Foundation, and South 

Mountain Association. 

To make coordination of this venture easier 

for the teachers we will develop a menu of 

hands-on activities, and create a list of 

games and trunk objects that could be 

loaned out.       

We are also going to continue our in-service 

opportunities for district staff next summer 

with one session repeated and a new 

session with a different focus for returning 

teachers.    

 

A special thank-you to all of the volunteers that helped with 
Colonial Kids Camp this year.  There were 24 people that gave 

over 294 hours! It was a great success and would not have been 
possible without you. Thank you for the generous gift of your 
time and talents to help, teach, support, organize and work so 
hard to make this event happen.  Twenty five kids learned a lot 

and had really great time! 
 

Thank you from the Board of Directors, NYCHAPS  

TE CH N O L O G Y  

October air calls for music and 
celebration in the Dill’s Tavern 
Ballroom with world-renowned 
jazz ensemble MuZette, which will 
perform an exclusive “Welcome to 
Fall” concert at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
October 22nd. Tickets $15, On sale 
now online. 

Welcome to Fall 
Concert 

Contact our office if you would like to participate in this year’s Cristkindle Market 
on December 16th, Call us or email us at nychaps @northernyorkhistorical.org 
and we will keep you abreast of details.  

Cristkindle 
Market 

mailto:nychaps@northernyorkhistorical.org
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